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and building machines to make machinery, in order
to make Russia independent of any foreign nation.

It was an ambitious plan, yet there is no country
in the world with natural conditions more favorable
to the achievement of such a program. Besides being
the largest country in the world, covering one-sixth
of the globe, she possesses some of the most fertile
black soil, a seemingly unlimited supply of timber,
mines and minerals of all descriptions,'and had, at
the beginning of the five-year plan, a population of
one hundred and sixty million people. She had
everything with which to accomplish this project
except the will and intelligence of a technical engi-
neering force to utilize all these resources. In order
to try to carry out this program, the government
was compelled not only to buy all its machinery
from foreign countries, but also to hire many for-
eign engineers and specialists to install the plants.

After building many huge factories at an enor-
mous cost not only in money but in privation en-
dured by the Russian people, the government found
itself in possession of fine, up-to-date plants but
without enough engineers and technicians of its own
to run them.

Throughout the communist rule the government
devoted every ounce of energy to building up and